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Dear Partner, 

       Throughout our first month in the Arizona desert we have resided in a winter “quiet place”.  During the very first days I read David Jeremiah’s book, “I Never Thought I’d See The Day”.  His radio and television ministry has challenged us especially when we are away from our own church.  I have also feasted on Billy Graham’s book that many have read, “Nearing Home”.  Gene TenHulzen, our Bible study leader is using that book for our weekly study in the Word, and it includes an abundance of Scripture and great information concerning each of us who keep our eyes and hopes fixed upon heaven.
Retirement as some would have us believe is an abrupt stop from work.  Dr. Graham suggests, “As long as our heart is beating, we can grow and minister to others, never forgetting what God has done for us in old age.  Don’t forget the impact we can make on others.  Our generation may have a hard time keeping up with the younger but remember as long as we are breathing, we are leading the way.  

God’s Word says, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose; a time to gain and a time to lose.”   Ecclesiastes 3:16 (NKJV)  During my lifetime I have experienced the purposes of God in both sorrow and disappointment!  He is always there.  In our work and in our sharing that is one of the major ways to bring glory to God.  

An average week for us is eating out once or twice and witnessing to a waiter or waitress, inquire about their lives and build a relationship. Recently a young man shared, “No one is as busy as me.   I am a waiter, holding two jobs, and roller skate 2-3 hours each day in preparation for the Olympics.  I have skated in countries all over the globe and currently rated #5 in the world.”  Just in case he slows up enough to listen, we will visit with him once again and share Jesus.  A kind word, a “Hope CD” and some Christian literature as well as prayer for Philip is our intended goal.  He is a cool guy!

Since we arrived Rose & I have visited with two friends each week.  One person is in a care center and the other in hospice care.  Doris has perhaps one or two weeks before she sees Jesus.  She is mentally alert and a joy to be with.  She read Dr. Graham’s book in two days and said, “Roy, read my notes in this tablet.”  I have been scheduled for a year to sing at her “Coronation Service”.  My songs are ready and it will be my privilege to honor her life.

Friends in Wisconsin called last week to inform us, “Our son Todd was just killed in Afghanistan flying his helicopter.  Darrell and Jan Walker gave their story on television how there loss is great, but their son is with Jesus.  He loved the Lord and enjoyed living on the ‘edge’. Todd was known by the Hope family since he was a teenager.  Please pray for Todd’s wife and three children as well.
I am very encouraged over the concerts this next month.  The new songs from the latest CD just bless and touch others.  The Lord steps into each performance and His presence is felt.  That’s why He receives the glory in every song and verse that is shared.  I don’t have the goods, but He does!

Rose and I are blessed of God to represent Him in every opportunity and we thank YOU for making that possible.  As you encourage us one more time, we will encourage you with Dr. Graham’s book.  It is costly, but I know God will provide.  It is a “Must” read.  It is yours for the asking and we thank you in advance for your generous gift.   Please pray for each concert that others would be challenged with the claims of Christ.    God bless you richly in the New Year.

In Christ,

Roy & Rose

Roy Hope Ministries









